[Relation between Der p2 and Der f2 antigen levels in house dust and the degree of sensitization in asthmatic patients].
The continuous exposure to high levels of environmental allergens, as dust mite, gets worse the reactivity of the airways as mentioned in previous studies. In other international studies, it has been determined the levels of house dust mite antigen needed to sensitize asthmatic patients, but few studies in Mexico have measured the concentration of house dust mite antigen before the initial treatment and correlated the sensitization to it with the levels of total IgE and the skin test. To determine the minimum concentration of house dust mite antigen required to sensitize patients with asthma at the Distrito Federal and if it exists a correlation between the different concentration of the antigen, the results of the skin test and the total IgE. Thirty patients with asthma and positive skin test to Dermatophagoides pteronyssinus took part in the study. We made a home visit to measure the concentration of Der p2 and Der f2 in house dust and we scheduled a visit at our hospital to measure the IgE total level. We did a statistical analysis with the chi square test and the correlation coefficient of Pearson and we found that the lower level needed to sensitize was 0.2 micrograms of antigen per gram of house dust. It did not exist a correlation between the total IgE levels and the concentration of the mite antigen. To a higher level of the house dust mite antigen we found more sensitization to it, as shown by the skin test but without direct relation with the total IgE levels in patients with asthma.